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Say you want to study the distribution of macrobenthos in the 

North Sea and its interaction with the environment. 

 

For this you would need: 

 

- Distribution data 

- Additional environmental data (temperature, salinity, etc.) 

 

 Where can you find this data? 

 

  The LifeWatch Marine Virtual Research Environment! 

 

    http://marine.lifewatch.eu/ 
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STEP 2: 
 
Find additional environmental data,  
based on the coordinates in the 
distribution data 
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filename  = input file, file you uploaded 
 
resultreport  = overview of job properties, requested services, a preview of the result 
    file, how many data records each selected service could add,  
    explanation of the added fields 
 
resultfile   = input file + additional data requested through selected web services 
 
status   = pending, done, error 
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In the result file, extra columns were added. 



 

 

 

Questions? 

 

 



 

1) Go to the EMODnet Biology Portal and download the  

 North Sea Benthos Survey dataset. 

 

2) Go to the Belgian LifeWatch e-Lab and retrieve additional data: 

- Bathymetry 

- Environmental data (e.g. temperature, salinity, oxygen) 

 

HINT: This dataset contains around 16.800 records. To speed up 

the web services you can opt to only use a selection of the data 

(e.g. data from the 3 Belgian stations: (1) Lat 51,25; Lon 2,5; (2) 

Lat 51,50; Lon 3; and (3) Lat 51,75; Lon 2,5). 

 

HINT: you can only select 5 web services at a time. 

EXERCISE 


